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Certayne demaundes
from the auncyent brethren

of the Seperation






Certayne demaundes, wherto wee desire dire¢t & sound
answer, with proof from the Scriptures.

1. Concerning the Kingdom & Preisthood of Christ.

Whither the Kingdom & Preisthood of the old Testa-
ment were not distinét & severall, both in person, office,
& actions.

Whither the Kingdom & Preisthood of the old Testa-
ment were not typical, shadowing out the Kingdom &
Preisthood of Christ?

Whither the Kingdom & Preisthood of Christ are not
distinct, both in office & action though vnited in one
person ?

Whither as Christ is both King & Preist, so also the
Saynts are not by Christ annoynted to be Kings & Preists
vnto God?

Whither the office & actions of the Sayntes in the
Kingdom & Preisthood, are not distin¢t & several, though
vnited in person?

Whither the office & actions of the Kingdom in the
0ld Testament were not of opposition, difference, plea, &
strife ?

Whither the office & actions of the Kingdom of the
Saynts in the new Testament are not of the same nature ?

Whither the office & ations of the Preisthood of the
Old Testament were not of vnion, concord, & agreem[en]t
in Sacrificing.

Whither the office & actions of the Preisthood of the
Saynts in the new Testament be not of the same nature?
Rom. 15. 6.
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322 Certayne demaundes, dc.

2. Concerning the Spirit & Spirituall: the Lettre,
& Literal.

Whither in this phrase & the like (viz: The manifesta-
tion of the spirit) the Spirit doth not signifie principally,
both the Spiritual & regenerate part of the soule, & the
Spiritual matter in the regenerate part.

Whither the manifestation of the Spirit doth import
eyther the Spirituall matter which a man bringeth out of
a book by reading: or the Spiritual & gracious gestures
& motions which a man expresseth in reading & per-
forming other actions.

Whither quenching the Spirit be not to withold &
restrayne the Spiritual matter which by the Spirit of
Sanctification is stirred vp in the regenerate part of the
soule.

Whither reading wordes contayned in a book doth
manifest the Spirit; that is, expresse the Spirituall matter
which is in ‘the regenerate part of him that readeth, or
rather doth not cleane put it by, leave it, & diverteth to
an other subiect & so quencheth it.

Whither the letter doth not properly signifie the
literall & ceremonial ordinances of the old Testament,
2. Cor. 3. 6. which began outwardly signifying & con-
veighing Spiritual matter into the regenerate part of the
soule from without?

Whither reading the wordes contayned in a booke be
not asmuch & as truly literal beginning outwardly &
conveighing matter inwardly as the sacrificing of a beast
in the Old Testament?

Whither sacrificing in the Old Testament may not as
truly be accounted the manifestation of the Spirit as
reading: seing sacrificing did expresse the Spiritual
matter Christ Iesus, & was done with a grace by the
Preists, even as reading, doth expresse the Spiritual
matter of the book Christ Tesus, & is performed with a
grace by the reader?
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3. Concerning, writing, & Reading.

Whither lettres or characters are not invented by the
will of man to expresse the articulate sounds of natural
speech: & whither the inventors of lettres are not
mentioned in historyes?

Whither writing be not the invention of man by the
same reason?

Whither reading be not the invention of man by the
same reason?

Whither writing & read[ijng be not things meerly
artificial though speaking be natural

Whither writing & reading being meer artificial
devises may be properly called Spirituall worship: &
Wihither if reading be Spiritual worship, writing be not so
also?

Whither that bicause the manuarie trade of the
butcher & cook in killing rosting or boyling the Sacrifices,
of the ingraver in the stones of the brestplate of the
Apotecary in the annoynting oyle, of the Mason &
carpenter in the hewing of stone & wood, & so co[n]se-
quétly of the scribe or paynter in writing & reading,
were literal & ceremonial eyther worship or actions in
the Old Testament, they may now be called Spirituall
worship or actions in the new Testament: & whither one
rather then another: & why?

4. Of the Holy Scriptures & translations.

Whither the holy Scriptures viz: the originals
Hebrue & Greek do not conteyne in thé infinite depth of
truth: & whither the holy Spirit did not intend by thés
to signifie al the truths, which al the men of the earth,
eyther hertofore, now, or hereafter truly colle¢t from
thence?

Whither the holy originals do not conteyne more
matter thé the Prophets & Apostles that wrote them did
conceave ?

Whither the Hebrue & Greek tong in their idiomes,
words & phrases are not plentifully more comprehensive
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324 Certayne demaundes, dc.

& significative of matter thé any other language what-
soever ?

Whither as the original Scriptures are the jmage of
the mynd of God: so a translation be not the jmage of
the original Scriptures.

Whither the jmage can possibly expresse the thing
therby signified, fully.

Whither it be possible for any language verbatim
without paraphrast to expresse the Hebrue & Greek text
of the holy originals fully?

Whither a translation made by the most learned &
holy men of the earth doth or can expresse truly & fully
the holy ghosts meaning in the originals?

Whither therfor a translation made by the most
learned & holy men of the earth be not an Apocrypha
writing of an ordinary man?

Whither if any Apocrypha writing may be brought
into the worship of God to be read all may not: &
whither if some Apocrypha writings must be cast out of
the church why not all, yea the translation also?

5. Of worship, & vse of bookes in tyme of worship
in the new Testament.

Whither prayer, prophesying, & singing Psalmes be
the true & only parts of the worship of the new Testa-
ment ?

Whether reading be eyther prayer, prophesy, or a
Psalme?

Whither reading be lawfull in tyme of prayer, pro-
phesy & singing Psalmes?

Whither reading doth not put matter into the hart
of him that readeth, & worship be not the producing of
matter out of the hart of him that worshippeth ?

- Whither the Apostles & primitive Churches did ever
pray, prophesy, & sing psalmes out of bookes, after the
day of Pentecost, Act. 2?

Whither they did not pray, prophesy, & sing Psalmes
 as the holy ghost gave them vtterance?

Whither the place 1. Cor. 14. 26. doth not teach that
a man must have a Psalme, have do¢tryne, that is in his
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hart, whence he must produce it by the manifestation of
the Spirit?

Whither if a book must be laid aside in prayer, it
must not be also in prophesy & singing Psalmes &
why?

Whither if a book be retayned in prophesy & a
psalme, it may not be so also in prayer & why?

Whither that be two kindes of prayer, prophesy, &
Psalmes, one with books, another without bookes: or
one sort of prayer without bookes: & two sorts of pro-
phesying & Psalmes: with & without bookes & why: &
whither this can be warranted by the Apostles doétryne
& practice?

6. Concerning a Psalme.

Whither as in prayer & prophesy one alone speaketh,
& the rest pray & prophesy by consent. 1. cor. 11. 4.
so in a Psalme one onely must speak, & the rest must
co[n]sét. 1. cor. 14. 16.

Whither in a Psalme a man must be tyed to meter &
Rithme, & tune, & whither voluntary be not as necessary
in tune & wordes as in matter?

Whither meter, Rithme, & tune, be not quenching the
Spirit ?

Whither a psalme be only thanksgiving without meter,
Rethme or tune, yea or nay?

7. Concerning the Elders or Presbytery.

Whither al the Elders must not be able to teach, &
rule as the Apostle saith, didacticoi, & proistamenoi.
1. Timoth. 3.

Whither didacticos that is apt to teach be not ex-
pounded by the Apostle, Tit. 1. 9. by three particulars:
viz: 1. to teach wholsome doltryne: 2. to exhort:
3. to convince the gainsayers?

Whither Teaching & Ruling be not the two parts of
feeding ?

Whither feeding that is Teaching, Ruling, exhorting
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conforting be not the pastors office, & therfor all the
Elders pastors?

Whither the Eldership hath not all their powre from
the Church?

Whither the Eldership hath a negative voyce in the
church that nothing can be concluded without them ?

Whither if most of the Church consent & the Elders
dissent, the matter cannot passe against the Elders
dissent ?

Whither seing the church may depose & excommuni-
cate the Eldership they may not passe other sentences
without or contrary to their liking?

Whither may not a man propound his mater to the
church without acquaynting the Elders with it in the first
place.

Whither in the second degree of admonition a man is
not bound to take an Elder for witnesse?

Whether one Elder only in a church be Gods ordinance
& whither if ther be chosen any Elder ther must be chosen
more then one?

Whither the seales of the covenant may not be
administred, ther being yet no Elders in office?

8. Concerning the Treasury & contribution.

Whither the treasury be not Holy?

Whither contribution be not an action of the com-
munion of the Saynts?

Whither as in other parts of communion so in this,
ther ought not to be a seperation from them that are
without ?

Whither the action of contribution must not be
Sanctified by prayer & thanksgiving?

A Recapitulation of the Chapters to be found
according to their pages

[omitted here]



“In The Works of John Smyth, you will discover
examples of Smyth’s Puritan preaching reflective
of his training at Cambridge. You will also be
intrigued by his discussions with other Separatists
and Puritans on the nature of the true church and his
understanding of true worship. In his Works, you will
be exposed to the first book-length argument for
believers’ baptism to be published in English. You can
also consider Smyth’s interaction with Mennonite
beliefs as well as one of the first statements in English
on religious liberty. This reprinting of W. T. Whitley’s
The Works of John Smyth is the perfect way to
acknowledge 400 years of English Baptists.”
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Assistant Dean of Theological Studies
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Fort Worth, TX, USA

“The reprinting of The Works of John Smyth is of
inestimable value to the scholarly guild that concerns
itself with the origins of the modern Baptists. Smyth’s
writings in their various phases should be consulted
by those who truly desire to understand the Baptist
genius. The Baptist Standard Bearer is to be lauded
for taking on this long overdue project.”

MALCOLM YARNELL

Associate Professor of Systematic Theology
Director of the Oxford Study Program

Director of the Center for Theological Research
Editor of the Southwestern Journal of Theology
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